
Working with a Property 
Owner in Ranchita to clear 
a Scrap Yard 
 

San Diego County’s Code Enforcement   
Division recently worked with a property 
owner in Ranchita to clean up an estimated 
60 tons of scrap metal left from the 2003 
wildfires. 
Code Enforcement officers were called to the 
site --- a remote, vacant and locked 40-acre 
property in Ranchita --- after fielding a Code 
Enforcement complaint.  
However, officers lauded the property owner 
for working with them quickly, and agreeing 
to a 90-day plan to clean up the area. When 
officers visited the property, they found an 
enormous amount of metal and trash, much 
of it burned, which had been collected for a 
metal fabrication business. The refuse     
included two unpermitted mobile home 
coaches, a sea cargo container, 27 broken 
down and/or stripped motor vehicles, three 
burned out buses, scrap metals and a ¼ 
acre of old safes. 
Because the material was spread out over 
three-to-four acres, Code Enforcement    
officers suggested the owner set up a plan to 
remove the material in stages over a 90-day 
period.  
However, the owner was able to completely 
remove all the debris in just under two 
months. In addition to the vehicles and large 
material, work crews removed roughly 10 
truckloads of miscellaneous solid waste. 
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